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In August 2017, 4 cases infected with genetically related strains of STEC O157 
was identified. The strains possessed the stx2a toxin subtype, a toxin type known 
to be associated with more severe disease and the development of Haemolytic 
Uraemic Syndrome (HUS), a serious complication of this infection, 
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AVIAN INFLUENZA 
 
H5N1 was first discovered in domestic and wild cats in Asia,[4] specifically in 2003 in 
the Thai zoo where two tigers and two leopards died. In 2004, the Thai zoo had 147 tigers 
that died or were euthanized.[5] This was then followed by an outbreak in Germany in 
2006, where three stray cats were found to be either dying or dead during the peak time 
of the virus outbreak.[6] Currently, as of June 2023, there is an ongoing outbreak in 
Poland with at least 9 confirmed cases and multiple deaths. [7] 
 
 

1. CDC Reported outbreak of avian flu in shelter cats. A vet handling one of the cats 
contracted the infection.  
 

 
 
https://archive.cdc.gov/#/details?url=https://www.cdc.gov/flu/spotlights/avian-
influenza-cats.htm 
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is the most documented cause. 
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